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The Gnegy Church was built in 1886 or 1887 by the Holdeman Mennonites, an Amish sect. It was named for their leader Samuel 
Gnegy, who is buried in the adjoining cemetery. The church was surveyed by MHT in 1981 as part of the Coal Region Survey. The 
one-bay by three-bay structure is constructed of vertical wood planks sheathed in white-painted weatherboards. A projecting bay at 
the rear accommodates the apse. A small porch shelters the entry. The building rests on a low stone foundation and is covered by 
an asphalt shingle roof. An exterior brick chimney serves a heating stove on the south side. Original shutters cover the 2/2 sash 
windows. According to an interior inspection by MHT in 1981, the walls are finished with lath and plaster. Plain boards form 
architraves and baseboards. A wood hymnal box is dated October 26, 1889. Regular church services were discontinued in 1950. 
The building is used occasionally for functions such as the Gnegy family reunion. The north side of the church is similar in 
appearance to the south elevation as seen in the accompanying photograph. 

The architecturally intact Gnegy Church is significant under National Register Criterion C for its design, materials and 
workmanship, and the regionally popular vertical plank construction. The building further retains high integrity of location, feeling 
and setting. The church is significant under Criterion A for its association with the Holdeman Mennonites, a religious and ethnic 
group important to early settlement patterns in the region. The building is well-preserved in nearly original condition. In 1981 
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|MHT rated this church as "Good", a level which could be elevated to National Register status. For these considerations it is 
recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

An archaeological assessment, Criterion D, was not part of this evaluation of above-ground resources. 
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G-V-A-013 

Gnegy Church and cemetery 1886 or 1887 
Redhouse 
Private 

Gnegy Church, constructed in 1886 or 1887, was named for 
Samuel Gnegy, leader of the Holdeman Mennonites, a sect of the 
Amish Church. 

Samuel Gnegy is buried in the cemetery adjacent to the church. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST G-V-A-013 
MAGI #1209604608 

G 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Gnegy Church and cemetery 

LOCATION 
STREET* NUMBER 
Route 219, .1 mi. NE of WV State line. 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Redhouse J L VICINITY OF 6 t h 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Garrett County 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
—DISTRICT _PUBLIC ^OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

XBUILDING(S) ^PRIVATE 2SUNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _.PARK 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT ^ R E L I G I O U S 

—OBJECT _ | N PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED '—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 
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COURTHOUSE. F o l i o # : 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Garrett County Courthouse 
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Third and Alder Streets 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Oakland Maryland 21550 
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DESCRIPTION G-V-A-013 

CONDITION . CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED .^UNALTERED 2-ORIGrNAL SITE 

XGOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gnegy Church and cemetery is located on the W side of Rt. 219, .1 mile 
NE of the WV State line. The church is a one story, one bay by three bay plank 
constructed structure. It has weatherboard siding with cornerboards and the gable 
roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The facade has a central entrance and 
faces SE towards Rt. 219. There is a plain wood porch with a tongue and groove 
floor at the entrance. There is a one story bay addition with two windows forming 
the apse of the church on the NW elevation. The church rests on a very low stone 
foundation; the bay is supported by wood piers concealed by horizontal wood planks. 
All windows are two over two sash and have wood shutters with original hinges. An 
exterior brick chimney is on the SW elevation. 

Interior: the church is entered at the SE facade into one room with a 
central aisle. The apse is at the opposite end of the room from the entrance and 
is raised from the floor by one step. The interior is very plain; walls are lath 
and plaster painted lime green. There are white baseboards and plain board window 
surrounds. In several sections the lath and plaster have been removed exposing 
the plank wall construction. The plaster from the ceiling has also been removed 
exposing the wood beams. A wood hymnal box located on the N side of the NW wall 
bears the date October 26, 1889. 

The cemetery is located just NE of the church at the SW corner of the inter­
section of Rt. 219 and Gnegy Church—Old Oak Road. It is a small cemetery and the 
earliest tombstone bears this inscription: Samuel Gnegy, Jr./April 24, 1865/ 
January 9, 1894. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Gnegy Church, constructed in 1886 or 1887, was named for Samuel 
Gnegy, leader of the Holdeman Mennonites, a sect of the Amish Church. 1 

It is typical of small rural Garrett County churches constructed by 
Amish and Mennonite congregations— a plain, frame, 1-story, one bay by 
three bay gable end facade structure. The vertical plank construction is 
a common form of late 19th and early 20th century building construction 
used in Garrett County. 

Samuel Gnegy was born near Myersdale, PA in 1830. He moved to 
Brookside, VA (WV) in 1852 and to Maryland in 1856. He settled on the 
Covent Garden tract (124 acres), near the present site of the church. 
Sometime prior to the construction of Gnegy Church, Samuel Gnegy and others 
broke from the Amish Church and organized the Holdeman Mennonite sect. 

The church has also been known as the Gnegy-Slabaugh Church, because 
of its close association with both families. It served a Mennonite 
congregation until 1950. At present, it is used marginally for special 
occasions, such as the Gnegy family reunions. 

Gnegy Church has become the place name for this section of Garrett 
County. 

The Glades Star, Vol. 2, No. 16, Oakland, MD: 
Historical Society, Sept. 1954, p. 246. 

2 I b i d . 

The G a r r e t t County 

In John A. H o s t e t l e r ' s Amish Soc ie ty , he w r i t e s in the mid-1970s 
t h a t the Holdeman sec t was founded over one-hundred years ago. (p . 288) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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